
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 ÒThe difference between what we do and what we are capable of doing  
would suffice to solve most of the world's problems.Ó  

- Mahatma Gandhi 



 
 
 

 
http://mgf.uncsangam.org | sangam@unc.edu 

Page 2 of 6 

 
 
Sangam, UNC-Chapel Hill 
Box 5, CB #5210,  
FPG Student Union 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599 
 

July 7th, 2008 
 

Dear [Prospective Sponsor]: 
 
Thank you for expressing interest in the Mahatma Gandhi Scholarship.  
 
Sangam, the largest international organization at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
(UNC-CH), has been devoted to promoting South Asian awareness for the past 21 years.  
 
Founded in 1998, the Mahatma Gandhi Fellowship (MGF) has provided enriching experiences to 
more than twenty undergraduate and graduate students. MGF annually awards two students with 
grants up to $3,000 which allow the students to implement a service project of their own design 
and choice in South Asia. 
 
Past MGF fellows have taught defense against domestic violence to women in India, conducted 
HIV/AIDS prevention education, and performed community-based public health in Bangladesh.   
 
In order to ensure that MGF remains a self-sustaining program, we hope that we can continue to 
raise considerable funds for our endowment. By building on our endowment, we hope that MGF 
can continue to provide invaluable experiences to students and to the underprivileged 
populations of South Asia.  
 
Please take the time to review the attached information regarding sponsorship and advertising 
opportunities. By supporting this cause, you will reach a large, untapped and diverse 
demographic. Your generosity will support the creative visions of countless UNC-Chapel Hill 
students looking to make a change in the world.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or if you need further information.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Hari Ramalingam  
Neil Shrimanker 
 
Mahatma Gandhi Fellowship Co-Chairs 
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What is Sangam? 
 
Sangam, a socio-cultural organization at Chapel Hill, strives to promote awareness of the South 
Asian nations, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, India, the Maldives, Nepal and 
Pakistan to the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill campus and the surrounding 
community.  
 
Sangam held its first meeting in March 1987 and has since grown to become the second largest 
multi-cultural organization on the UNC-Chapel Hill campus. Sangam's diversity, highlighted by 
its membership of over two hundred people, encompasses undergraduates, graduate students and 
faculty members of both South Asian and non-South Asian descent.  
 
SangamÕs presence on UNCÕs campus has grown more apparent over the past two decades. 
Members actively take part in bettering our campus community by holding an array of cultural, 
service and political events on campus each year. These include our annual dance competition 
Aaj Ka Dhamaka, South Asian mock weddings, political debates and service projects.  
 
While our Sangam members continue to strive to fulfill  the goals of our organization, we hope 
that your continued support will help us achieve success and make a significant difference in our 
campus and in our extended community.  
 

What is the Mahatma Gandhi Fellowship? 
Created in 1998, the Fellowship was named after Mahatma Gandhi because Gandhi himself most 
elegantly pronounced these beliefs of social awareness and acceptance as well as personal 
dedication and hard work.  
 
The Main Goals of MGF:  

¥ To increase awareness of South Asian issues 
¥ To promote the value of education through experience  
¥ To provide student with a unique opportunity to serve the South Asian population 

 
To date, MGF has sponsored 18 Fellows. Each Fellow selected is a highly motivated, dedicated, 
and open-minded individual. Not only does each fellow possess the creativity and imagination to 
create amazing projects, but also the thoroughness and dedication to follow them through.  
 
Through the efforts of Sangam and its members, progress continues to be made as students work 
to raise the $125,000 endowment fund. By raising this amount, it will help sustain the Fellowship 
and allow new Fellows to be funded. Therefore, the Mahatma Gandhi Fellowship would not be 
successful without the generous support of donors like you.   
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How will sponsoring MGF benefit my organization? 
 
Throughout the year, we offer area businesses a chance to advertise and promote themselves at 
our cultural events.  
 
We continue to attract organizations like you because of the many benefits of advertising at our 
events.  

¥ Our audience is large and diverse enabling you to increase your product and/or service 
awareness in the Triangle area and along the East Coast. Over the past 11 years our 
audience has grown to 13,000 and counting 

¥ Your donation is tax deductible. We have been extended 501-3(c) status. 
¥ Because businesses are strictly not allowed to advertise on UNCÕs campus, by choosing 

to advertise with us, we can actively work to publicize your companyÕs service and/or 
product to the UniversityÕs 30,000 undergraduate and graduate students. 

¥ With 10 separate events throughout the year, your companyÕs service and/or product will 
be actively advertised throughout the year.  

 
We offer a wide variety of advertising methods. These can include, but are not limited to: 

¥ Exhibit space at our venues 
¥ Logos on our event flyers, posters, websites or Sangam T-shirts. With 10,000 flyers, 

100Õs of posters, and 700 t-shirts printed every year, the visibility of your name is 
ensured. 

¥ Raffling off product donations, coupons or gift certificates from your company 
 
The most rewarding aspect of becoming an MGF sponsor is the opportunity for you to give back 
to the community. MGF fosters a scholarship that will affect all future generations of UNC-
Chapel Hill students. 

ÒI have been given many opportunities to conduct community service at Carolina without the 
Mahatma Gandhi Fellowship I would not have been able to reach out to these women in the way I 
did. I am very thankful to have combined my two passions of culture and service this summer to 
finally ÒBe the change you wish to see in the world,Ó as Mahatma Gandhi put it himself. Ò 

- Priya Soni, MGF Fellow 2007 
 
 

ÒThis summer experience provided me an invaluable opportunity to understand development on 
the grassroots level in Bangladesh. Inspired by my work this summer, I plan to attend the Johns 
Hopkins School of Public Health to study maternal and child mortality. I aim to work to improve 
health conditions in my homeland of Bangladesh. Thanks to the support of the Mahatma Gandhi 
Fellowship, I have been able to pursue my dreams.Ó 

- Shefa Sikder, MGF Fellow 2007 
 
Please look through the information on the sponsorship levels and individual prices pages to see 
what best suits you and/or your business. 
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Sponsorship Levels  
 
 

 Platinum Gold Silver 

Fellowship Title* 

Mahatma Gandhi 
Fellowship 

presented by 
Sangam & 

Company ÒXYZÓ  

-- -- 

Plaque Engraved Plaque -- -- 

Brochures 

(1,000) 
Logo Placement Name Recognition  Name Recognition 

Flyers** 

(10,000) 
Logo Placement Logo Placement Name Recognition  

Cornerstone List Logo Placement Name Recognition Name Recognition 

Mahatma Gandhi 
Fellowhip 
Newsletter 

Logo Placement Name Recognition -- 

Mahatma Gandhi 
Fellowship Website 

Prominent  

Banner Ad  

(Lifetime) 

Prominent 

Banner Ad 
Logo Placement 

Diaspora Website Prominent Banner 
Ad 

Logo Placement  -- 

Verbal Recognition 
at Mahatma Gandhi 
Fellowship Events 

Sangam and 
Company ÒXYZÓ 
sponsor ÒXYZÓ 

Recognition during 
Event 

Recognition during 
Event 

Number Offered 1 Unlimited Unlimited 

Price $6000 $3000 $1500 

 

*applies to two Fellowships awarded during the academic year  
** applies to all print resources used in reference to the Mahatma Gandhi Fellowship during the 
academic year 



 
 
 

 
http://mgf.uncsangam.org | sangam@unc.edu 

Page 6 of 6 

 

 
Contact Information 

______________________ 
 

   Hari Ramalingam 
MGF Co-Chair 

Sr20@email.unc.edu 
919.434.8345 

 
Neil Shrimanker 
MGF Co-Chair 

shrimank@email.unc.edu 
919.819.6235 

_______ 
 

Mail all forms and materials to: 
Sangam 

Box 5, CB #5210, 
FPG Student Union 

Chapel Hill, NC 27599 
 

sangam@unc.edu 
 

_______ 
 

Websites: 
mgf.uncsangam.org 
www.uncsangam.org 

 
______________________ 

 
 


